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By HANNAH SWARTZ

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s Student Government Association’s filing date for
SGA elections will be Feb. 28 at 9 p.m.
in the SGA Office in the Memorial Student Center.
Students can file to run as student
body president/vice president and
senators for each college. All positions are year-long terms.
Fifty-two senate seats will be up for
election. Each senator will represent
the college they are in, with the number of senators per college varying
based on the size of the college.
“We mainly represent the student body at different functions,
whether it involves the president
or deans of the separate colleges,”
Student Body Vice President Emily Kinner said. “For instance, one
of my main roles was putting together the Fountain Ceremony.”

“What it comes down to is just trying to get these
people who want to come and be a part of something
larger and who want to represent, not only their
majors, their classmates, their college, but the
careers that come from it,”
- Matt Jarvis, student body president
Matt Jarvis, Student Body President, said even if a student is not
elected, the student can still be involved with SGA and SGA tries not to
turn anyone away who wants to be
involved. There are still positions that
end up being available that are called
“at-large seats”.
“If someone wants to be involved
in SGA, they will be involved in SGA,”
Jarvis said.
“More importantly it’s kind of

connecting the dots, it’s getting the
right people with the right organizations. If an organization or group
needs students, even in the city of
Huntington, it’s my job to find the
students,” Jarvis said. “The people
who want to run for these offices, the
people who want to do these things,
are doing it because they want to help
other students, which is a great thing
to do and a great reason to be here.
I think whenever we do it, it’s in the

spirit of helping others, the spirit of
sacrificing our time to do something
for other people and I think we have
to be able to celebrate that and realize at the end of the day that we’re all
here for the same reason.”
All currently enrolled full-time students in good standing with a 2.75
GPA are eligible to run for Senator. All
full-time students in good standing
with more than 40 completed hours
and a 3.0 GPA can apply for president
or vice president.
“What it comes down to is just trying
to get these people who want to come
and be a part of something larger and
who want to represent, not only their
majors, their classmates, their college,
but the careers that come from it,” Jarvis
said.
Elections will be held March 14 and
15 and voting will be available online.
Hannah Swartz can be contacted
at swartz20@marshall.edu.

What’s happened since the last election:
The following timeline shows some highlights of the Matt Jarvis and Emily Kinner administration
TTA Partnership

Senate election

The Green Machine was
officially dedicated Sept. 9.

SGA elected new senate
executives for the judiciary
committee Jan. 24.

“Get Home Safe”

Letter of Support

Campaign aims to help
students get home safely using
the Green Machine.

SGA penned a letter to W.Va.
representatives in support of
the foreign students on campus
in February.
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between 7:30am & 5:00pm
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30-minute loop, route extended to include
5th Avenue Kroger from 5:00pm to 11:30pm
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Marshall University
welcomes incoming freshmen
for Green and White Day
By MATTHEW GROVES

SCREENSHOT | WHITEHOUSE.GOV

Senators Joe Manchin, Shelly Moore Capito, Congressman Evan Jenkins and President Donald Trump at the
White House, reveal legislation to protect the coal industry from regulation and sanctions.

President Trump signs
legislation to protect coal
By KYLEE HURLEY

THE PARTHENON
United States Congressmen for West Virginia joined
President Donald Trump
on Thursday as he signed a
resolution into law that has
been described by lawmakers to benefit coal miners of
West Virginia.
Representative Evan Jenkins published a press release
Thursday describing his attendance of the signing and the
purpose of the resolution.
Jenkins’ press release states
House Joint Resolution 38
will “block implementation
of the Obama stream buffer
zone rule, which took effect
one day before President
Trump’s inauguration.”
“It is estimated that if this
new rule was fully implemented, it would kill one-third
of all coal jobs nationwide,”
said Jenkins’ press release.
Ohio Valley Environmental
Coalition Vide Director Vivian Stockman commented on
what the dissolve of the Stream
Protection Rule could mean for
West Virginia and its economy.
Stockman said this new
law and the politicians’ idea
of bringing back coal jobs are
highly debatable.
“Any effects won’t be immediately noticed, but of course

we’re always concerned when
there’s any kind of attack on
clean water,” Stockman said
of the new law, “because basically that’s an attack on
human health.”
According to the official Congress website, this was a largely
cosponsored, Republican-led
resolution with a total of 71
Republican
representatives
supporting the legislation.
Among the 71 cosponsors,
the Congress website summary
of the H.J. Res. 38 shows all
three representatives of West
Virginia, Rep. Evan Jenkins,
Rep. David McKinley and Rep.
Alex Mooney, were cosponsors
of the bill.
The resolution itself, found
on the official Congress website, says the resolution
disapproves the Stream Protection Rule that was introduced
by the previous administration.
“This is a great day for our
coal miners, for our jobs, for
our state. @POTUS is keeping
his word, and I am proud to
stand with our miners,” Jenkins
said on his Twitter account.
This statement about Trump
comes after his campaign trail
and stop in West Virginia,
where he made statements
about his support for coal
miners and putting them back
to work.

Mooney and McKinley joined
Jenkins at the signing, as did
U.S. Senators Shelley Moore
Capito and Joe Manchin.
Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell introduced
Senate Joint Resolution 10 the
same day as H.J. Res. 38, which
also would serve to disapprove the stream protection,
according to the official Congress website.
Capito and Manchin were
among the cosponsors of the
resolution, according to the bill.
“President Trump today
signaled an end to years of
overregulation
targeting
the coal industry and vital
jobs in West Virginia,” Capito said in her press release
on the signing.
Stockman said there are
many ways people can get involved if they do not agree with
the dissolve of the Stream Protection Rule.
Stockman said OVEC will
have a meeting at 5:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, Feb. 21 at the OVEC
office in West Huntington.
Stockman said the meeting
is for members or prospective members and more
information can be found on
OVEC’s website.
Kylee Hurley can be
contacted at hurley40@marshall.edu

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University is
preparing for its upcoming
Green and White Day Saturday in an attempt to recruit
future students.
Special Projects Coordinator for the Office of
Recruitment, Meghan Copley, said she feels that
Green and White Day is an
extremely important day
for the future recruitment
of Marshall.
“Green and White Day is
pretty much for all of our
students who are interested
in Marshall. Particularly in
the spring one, we get more
junior students, juniors in

high school, rather than seniors, because some of our
seniors are mostly admitted,” Copley said.
Throughout the course
of Green and White Day,
students will have the opportunity to learn about
Marshall University, tour
campus and learn about
whichever college at Marshall they decide to join.
“You have to know where
the best fit college is for you,”
Matt James, assistant dean of
Student Affairs, said, “and
I think Marshall provides
ample opportunities for
freshmen who are interested
in possibly coming here to
see what it’s really like here.”

Copley said that she thinks
Green and White Days are
very significant days for
Marshall recruitment and
are much more than just
campus tours.
“Open houses like this
Green and White Day give
you that in depth look, so
they might get to meet the
faculty, they get to experience the Marshall family
right from the beginning,”
Copley said.
Marshall University Green
and White Days occur multiple times throughout the
school year.
Matthew Groves can be
contacted at groves56@
live.marshall.edu.

Students to discuss what is funny in 2017
By ALEXIS LEACH

THE PARTHENON
Many current comedians
revolve around the idea that
since they are joking, they can
talk about anything, but what
happens when that joke goes
too far?
Students and faculty will
have the opportunity to gather
Thursday and discuss this
topic among others at Laughter and Respect. This will be
held at the Memorial Student
Center from 6 to 7 p.m. in
room 2W22.
“The event is part of our
leadership series,” said Meena
Elango, assistant resident director for Marshall Commons.
“We get students to start participating in some type of
active discussion. We want
them to come to the series and
learn about where we draw
the line about what isn’t funny
and we look at different comedians and talk about it.”
This event is an opportunity to challenge students’
ideas and hear their opinions

on the topic. Gabriel Poindexter, resident director of
Marshall Commons, will lead
the discussion. Fifteen minutes of the time will be spent
discussing the topic and the
rest of the time will be an
open forum of discussion.
“We want to hear what students have to say, because I feel
like every year we get a new
set of students. I feel like we
learn something from them,
but they can learn something
from each other,” Elango said.
Elango
said
although
many universities have a
seminar discussing similar
ideas, she wanted to provide
something different.
“I did not want it to be something where someone comes
and just listens to someone
lecture,” Elango said. “I said
okay, how can I merge the two,
where they get something out
of it, but then can also learn
from each other. So that is
where this whole leadership
series was born.”
Although the series is

geared toward students, it is
open to all.
“It is geared towards students, but I would love for any
type of faculty member or anyone. I want people to be able
to come and talk and meet
new people,” Elango said.
The leadership series will
cover many other topics, including employer needs,
colorism and living in a global
world. The topics have a wide
range to reach as many students as possible.
“The leadership series
started last semester, but
due to some difficulties we
couldn’t really advertise it the
way we wanted to, so this semester it actually started in
January for our first one and
will go all the way to April for
our last one,” Elango said.
The next event in the leadership series will be held
March 30 with Exploring Employer Needs.
Alexis Leach can be
contacted at leach34@marshall.edu

West coast storms, tornados damage homes
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Severe storms that pushed
several tornadoes through
parts of Central Texas ripped
the roofs from homes and damaged dozens of other houses
and apartments in San Antonio
and toppled auto-carrier cars
of a freight train near Austin,
authorities said Monday.
No major injuries were reported from the storms, which
officials estimate damaged at
least 150 structures, most of
them homes in the San Antonio area, late Sunday and
early Monday. The National
Weather Service has confirmed at least six tornadoes
touched down, though not all
in populated areas.
A survey team confirmed
that a tornado with winds
hitting 105 mph struck a residential area about 5 miles
north of downtown San Antonio around midnight. Of
the 43 homes damaged in the
area, three fully collapsed, said
San Antonio Fire Department
spokesman Woody Woodward.
Local resident Lucy Duncan
said peered out the window of
her home as the storm ramped
up, and she saw only a white
mist. She said she and her husband quickly rounded up their

children and hid under mattress in an interior hallway just
before the roof was torn from
their home.
“We didn’t know what was
going on at that point. We
started to hear the electricity
popping and we thought the
house had caught fire,” she told
KENS-TV of San Antonio.
Eight buildings in a nearby
apartment complex were severely damaged, with some
roofs stripped from the buildings and a couple of building
partially collapsed, Woodward said.
Five minor injuries were
reported in the area. Crews
estimating the damage said
preliminary reports indicate
the tornado left a 4 and a halfmile track.
Another tornado briefly
touched down about 5
miles northeast of San Antonio International Airport.
Woodward had no reports of
damage from that area, but
photos show tall steel towers
carrying high-voltage electric
transmission lines toppled or
buckled in half.
Citywide, he estimated that
more than 100 structures
were damaged.
Another 30 to 40 homes

were damaged in two adjoining subdivisions about 10
miles northeast of downtown
in Bexar County, where forecasters said a weak tornado
left a roughly 1Â½-mile track.
A dozen auto-carrier cars
of a Union Pacific freight train
were blown from their track
northeast of Austin near the
tiny town of Thrall, where at
least two tornadoes touched
down early Monday, according
to Williamson County officials. The county said about
20 homes were damaged, and
the local fire chief said several
barns and outbuildings also
were damaged.
Power outages in the San
Antonio area peaked at more
than 47,000 customers early
Monday morning, mostly in
the area hit by the tornadoes.
The outages had dropped to
about 6,000 by late Monday
afternoon, according to CPS
Energy, the utility serving
the area.
At least one high-voltage
transmission tower in northeastern San Antonio was bent
in half.
The storms moved southeast
by midday Monday, bringing
steady rain to the area but no
severe weather.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Interior damage to assistant manager Pati Padilla’s apartment at the High Key Apartments is viewed in
Live Oak, Texas, Monday, Feb. 20, 2017.
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Members of the Marshall swim and dive team compete earlier this season at the MU Invite. The Herd finished the regular season with a win against Vanderbilt, their first against an SEC school. Marshall heads to the
Conference USA championships in Atlanta this weekend, followed by the NCAA championships in March.

Herd prepare for C-USA Championships
By PATRICK O’LEARY
THE PARTHENON

T

he Marshall University swimming and
diving team is preparing
for the Conference USA
Championships beginning
Wednesday in Atlanta,
Georgia. The meet runs
from Wednesday to Saturday and takes place at the
Georgia Tech Aquatic Center. The Conference USA
has six swimming and diving teams. Marshall will be
competing against Florida
International, Florida Atlantic, North Texas, Old
Dominion and Rice.
The Herd finished third
last season at the C-USA
Championships in team
standings behind Florida
International and Rice.

Individually, Marshall had
two event winners with
current sophomore Caroline Wanner in the 400 yard
individual medley and current senior Megan Wolons
in the three-meter dive.
The Herd has had a successful season up to this
point. The team won the
West Virginia Games, and
has had several impressive wins in dual-meets
over Vanderbilt, Cleveland
State and Ohio. The team
additionally has taken
multi-meet victories over
James Madison and Virginia
Military Institute, and over
Saint Louis, Arkansas LittleRock and McKendree.
The team has been led by
numerous athletes. Marshall has had a swimmer
named Conference USA

Swimmer of the Week four
times this season. Additionally, diver Megan Wolons
has been named C-USA
Diver of the Week twice this
season. Senior Chloe Parsemain and freshman Jordyn
O’Dell have been named
the weekly swimmer of
the conference once, while
freshman Sirena Rowe has
been honored with the
award twice. For O’Dell,
she credits all of the team’s
hard work towards their individual and team success,
especially looking ahead to
this week’s Conference USA
Championships.
“The team is all very
excited to compete at conferences in the upcoming
week,” O’Dell said.

See SWIM | pg. 5

BY THE NUMBERS

3

The amount of Power
Five teams Marshall
defeated this season.
The Herd earned their firstever win over a Southeastern
Conference foe this year,
defeating Vanderbilt earlier
this season.

#ICYMI
Marshall swimmer Jordyn
O’Dell was named Conference
USA swimmer of the week,
the league announced Feb. 7.
O’Dell holds the fourth-fastest
time in C-USA this season.

THEY SAID IT

“

All the sacrifices we
have made this school
year are finally going to pay
off.”
- Jordyn O’Dell
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COLUMN

COMMON
MISCONCEPTIONS
By NGO VU UYEN KHUE

VIETNAMESE MARSHALL STUDENT
My home country is Vietnam,
which is a Southeast Asian
country. Our mother tongue
is Vietnamese, but we have
to study English when we are
young so most Vietnamese can
speak English. Vietnamese are
very friendly and open-minded,
which makes foreign tourists
find it enjoyable to travel here.
However, in communication,
we are not really direct when
talking, especially those words
which will hurt people, so
many Americans may not like
it and think we do not want to
talk to them, but actually we
do. Also, Vietnamese are not
often precise at time, so normally many events or meetings
are at least 15 minutes later
than the time written on the
invitation cards.
Vietnamese food is the most
significant characteristic here.
We have hundreds of dishes
with many different flavors.
Vietnamese women really enjoy cooking and they can spend
hours to cook those dishes for
their family. Vietnamese food
is pretty healthy, with vegetables and protein cooked with
less oil, so not many people in
Vietnam are obese. There are
various seasonings used in
cooking because Vietnamese

believe that they make dishes
tastier and they can help boost
the digestion. So, when traveling abroad, Vietnamese tend
to be more sophisticated about
choosing food to eat since we
find it hard to get used to food
with more oil, which contains
too many fats.
Affected by traditional Asian
culture, Vietnamese are sometimes shy and simple. Normally,
we do not open the conversation first and may be a little
defensive when talking to new
people. However, when we find
somebody reliable, we treat
them as our family members.
Moreover, Vietnamese girls do
not always wear make-up with
fancy clothes when going out
because our country values
natural beauty, so do not be
surprised that many Vietnamese girls do not know how to
wear make-up.
Vietnamese are very easily adaptable and open to new
friends from different nationalities. We all find it so precious
and unforgettable to be here
and have such nice friends
and teachers.
This column was submitted as an assignment for an
INTO Marshall writing class.
The instructor, Saba Gebrehiwot, can be contacted at
gebrehiwot1@marshall.edu.

“Common Misconceptions” is a weekly column series
that gives students, faculty and staff the opportunity to
address common misconceptions and misunderstandings
of and about their culture, race, ethnicity, religion, sexual
orientation or gender identiy.
Columns may be submitted to
parthenon@marshall.edu.
Submission does not guarantee a feature.
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EDITORIAL

Yiannopoulos is a lesson on the
importance of media literacy

Milo Yiannopoulos, senior
editor for Breitbart News, has
once again shown why facts
and research are crucial tools
for any journalist or public
speaker to have.
From a man who said in a
March 2016 article that the
alt-right has an addiction to
provocation, Yiannopoulos has
been no stranger to public attention drawn by comments he
has made.
The most recent bout of
media attention comes after
Yiannopoulos defended the
idea of “13 year olds” having sex with “older men.” One
of the main issues with this
rhetoric stems from the fact
that he himself is a gay man
spreading myths that have historicallybeenusedtoopposethe
LGBTQ community.
“In the homosexual world,
particularly, some of those relationships between younger
boys and older men — the sort
of ‘coming of age’ relationships
— the relationships in which
those older men help those
young boys to discover who they
are and give them security and
safety and provide them with
love and a reliable sort of rock,”
Yiannopoulos said.
These sorts of outlandish
and extremist comments from
Yiannopoulos are nothing new.
He continuously throws out
his own version of the truth
without any kind of statistical or researchable data to
back it up.
In an age where Kelleyanne
Conway coined the phrase
“alternative facts,” it’s more
important than ever for public
figures like Yiannopoulos to
use their influence responsibly.
Thus far he has been anything

JEREMY PAPASSO | AP FILE PHOTO

In this Jan. 25 file photo, Milo Yiannopoulos speaks on campus in the Mathematics building at the University of
Colorado in Boulder, Colorado.
but responsible.
“Sex-negative social justice
warriors always banging on
about ‘affirmative consent’
are secretly the first to strap
on a gimp mask and demand
to get f****d 11 ways,” Yiannopoulos wrote in an email to
Vox reporter Zack Beauchamp.
“Which, don’t get me wrong,
sounds great!”
He declared his birthday “World Patriarchy Day,”
claimed he “went gay” so he
“didn’t have to deal with nutty
broads” and created the “Yiannopoulos Privilege Grant,”
a scholarship available only
to white men to put them “on
equal footing with their female,
queer and ethnic minority
classmates.”
Yiannopoulos has designed
his speeches to anger as many
people as possible, and it has

definitely worked. There’s nowhere that Yiannopoulos has
been where he did not offend,
insult or disgust the people
around him.
Yiannopoulos visited West
Virginia University Dec. 1 and
attacked a professor using an
anti-gay slur to describe him
and mocked his appearance.
E. Gordon Gee, WVU president, sent a letter Dec. 2 in
regard to the protest stemming
from Yiannopoulos’ appearance on campus.
“Many voiced their opposition to [Yiannopoulos] being on
our campus and were appalled
at the message he delivered,”
Gee said. “I completely understand and appreciate that
perspective. However, I also
understand and appreciate the
other perspective — from those
who genuinely wanted to hear

him speak. As President of West
Virginia University, I will always
support the decision to bring
a speaker to campus and our
community — no matter how
controversial. We never want to
censor a person’s right to free
speech. It is through listening
to people who think differently
from others that we learn about
the world and discover who we
really are.”
While we are strong proponents and defenders of the
First Amendment, there must
be a line drawn somewhere,
particularly when matters
of harrassment are involved.
And in the case of individuals
like Yiannopoulos, who does
nothing but continuously promote a hateful rhetoric, having
influence on such a large
scale should be completely
reconsidered.

COLUMN
ACA repeal could have negative societal, educational impacts
By BRADLEY MCCOY
JUNIOR MARSHALL STUDENT
As a psychology major at Marshall University in West Virginia,
my career path will be directly affected by the repeal of the Affordable
Care Act.
There is a current mental health initiative focused on providing mental
health services to rural communities.
Fellow students from within the state
tend to be vocal in the classroom about
particular systematic disadvantages of
Appalachia. The summer 2016 flood
and the water poisoning of 2014 are
readily recalled as large environmental factors. Historically, Appalachians
have fallen behind in education and
infrastructure while leading in things
like obesity, unhappiness and cost of
living expenses despite a rural identity. The current hot topic for West
Virginians and particularly Huntingtonians, is the drug epidemic. Citizens,
politicians and mental health professionals seem desperate to find
a quick resolution to the growing
problem. Substance abuse and addiction treatment is an area within the
field of psychology.

The states most affected by the opioid epidemic voted Republican in the
2016 election, including West Virginia.
In fact, West Virginia is projected to be
the second-most affected state by an
ACA repeal due to uninsured individuals, a crippling economy under a lack
of federal funding and the loss of up to
16,000 jobs. Republicans have consistently offered an ambiguous plan for
a repeal and replacement of the ACA.
This proposed replacement has not
manifested any substance of policy as
of yet. The general public still remains
curious of what the replacement will
cover/offer. Nationally, up to 4 million
Americans could lose access to mental
healthcare. Sen. Shelley Moore Capito,
R-W.V., has proposed that the replacement would include provisions for
mental health and substance abuse,
but she has a much higher incentive to
say that now than other congressional
Republicans. West Virginia’s number of uninsured individuals is the
lowest it has ever been, having gone
from 14 percent in 2013 to 6 percent
in 2016.
Aside from politics, I encourage you to think about the societal

implications. What would this mean
for those that, without mental health
treatment, end up in jail? They would
continue to eat up precious tax dollars
and further the mass incarceration
rates in our country. Not to mention,
the ethical side of the matter in which
the repeal would directly ruin the life
trajectory of many otherwise functioning members of society. What would
this mean for those seeking treatment for addiction, more specifically
in our region? It is easy to dehumanize
those with addiction. Some are angry
at the resources used towards their
treatment. There would be extreme
implications if the field of substance
abuse treatment does not continue
to make systemic change within our
region. Huntington and all of its residents will suffer from a restriction of
substance abuse treatment. Many substance abusers that are mid-treatment
and goal-oriented could potentially
have their inhibitory medications and
counseling taken from them, placing
them back at square one facing their
addiction by themselves.
According to The New York Times:
“In Kentucky about 11,000 people

were receiving addiction treatment
through Medicaid by mid-2016, up
sharply from 1,500 people in early
2014, according to the Foundation for
a Healthy Kentucky, a health policy
research group. In West Virginia, Ms.
Rosenberg of the National Council for
Behavioral Health said, her group’s
member organizations — nonprofit
providers of mental health and addiction treatment — are now treating
30,000 people a year, up from 9,000
before the health law.”
Politicians
and
medical
professionals need to hold pharmaceutical companies accountable.
Unfortunately, it also appears we the
people are going to have to hold politicians accountable for doing their
job and protecting the disadvantaged
regions of West Virginia from pharmaceutical companies and the removal of
their access to healthcare. Politicians
have actively ignored questions about
mental health coverage. For example,
Rep. Kevin Brady, a House Republican
dedicated to streamlining healthcare,
answered a question about future
mental health coverage in an ACA replacement with, “we’re focused on

reforms that will encourage innovation and competition — so there are
more health care options to meet the
unique needs of different individuals
and families.”
Many are able to explain this away
as a partisan issue. I am unable to see
it this way. Ethically, the removal of
access to healthcare for 20-some million people is horrific in itself. But as
a future psychologist, I have to ask
what this will mean for my career.
Marshall has come very far to be recognized and revolutionize the way
mental health is viewed and accessed
within our state. The ACA is the vehicle that will allow our field’s work
to be treated and respected like a traditionally “medical” profession. Our
graduate program has a strong focus
on rural access to mental healthcare.
There are Democrat psychologists and
there are Republican psychologists.
The underestimation of the effects of
an ACA repeal on West Virginia residents and the field of psychology as a
whole would be criminal regardless of
party affiliation.
Bradley McCoy can be contacted
at mccoy264@marshall.edu.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.
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In this Oct. 29, 2015, file photo,
Owen Labrie listens to prosecutors
before being sentenced in
Merrimack County Superior
Court in Concord, N.H. Labrie was
convicted of sexually assaulting
a younger prep school classmate
in 2014 and was sentenced to
jail. A hearing is scheduled to
start Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2017, to
determine if the school should get
a new trial on charges of using
a computer to lure the underage
student for sex and assaulting her.

Former student in prep school
sex assault wants new trial
By KATHY McCORMACK

ASSOCIATED PRESS
A graduate of an elite New Hampshire
prep school convicted of using a computer
to lure an underage student for sex — requiring him to register as a sex offender
for life — is asking for a new trial.
In 2015, Owen Labrie, of Tunbridge,
Vermont, was acquitted of raping a
15-year-old classmate a year earlier as
part of "Senior Salute," a game of sexual
conquest, at St. Paul's School in Concord.
But he was found guilty of the felony computer charge and several misdemeanor
counts of sexual assault and endangering
the welfare of a child. He was sentenced to
a year in jail.
Now 21, he is out on appeal but still follows a strict curfew requiring him to be at
home between 5 p.m. and 8 a.m.
"He is committed to pursuing his studies
and justice in his case," his current lawyer,
Robin Melone, said in a statement Friday.
Melone said his trial lawyers were ineffective because they failed to challenge the
computer charge and question the girl further, among other arguments.
"The question now is whether those
mistakes were so significant that he was
deprived the quality of representation every defendant is entitled to," Melone said.
Prosecutors say the defense hasn't
proved its case and they've asked a judge
to rule on a number of claims before a fourday hearing is scheduled to start Tuesday.
If the judge orders a new trial, Labrie

could face the charges he was convicted of,
but not the ones he was acquitted of. It is
also possible the prosecution could bring
additional charges or alternative theories
that were not presented previously.
After Labrie was convicted, his lead
trial lawyer, J.W. Carney Jr. — who
once defended Boston gangster James
"Whitey" Bulger — asked the judge to set
aside the guilty verdict on the computer
charge. In court documents, Carney said
the law establishing that charge was part
of a nationwide effort to prosecute people who "would troll the internet, trying
to entrap children into committing sexual
acts with them," not two teenagers who
were flirting with each other through
email and Facebook.
Carney said he couldn't have known that
his argument had merit until after the jury
returned not-guilty verdicts on the rape
charges. The judge disagreed with his arguments and found his request untimely.
Melone said his late challenge is an example of ineffective counsel.
The law targets a person who "knowingly utilizes a computer on-line service,
internet service, or local bulletin board
service" to lure a child for sex. Melone said
the charge against Labrie is unsupported
because emails he exchanged with the student never left the school's intranet server,
which is not an online or internet service.
In her response, prosecutor Catherine
Ruffle said Melone's interpretation is without merit. She said the law was enacted in

1998, at the start of wider public use and
acceptance of internet and online services
as a mode of communication, and it's
unreasonable to think intranet communications were exempt.
Carney wrote that he isn't knowledgeable about internet communications: "I
did not hire an expert to investigate this
subject because it never occurred to me
that it was an issue to explore."
Melone also argued that the defense
didn't investigate the girl's social media
accounts and statements she made to
her dorm adviser, or further question
her testimony.
Carney wrote that "there is no template"
for handling such a witness, saying he
needed to raise serious concerns for the
jury about her credibility, "but not come
across as a bully and engender sympathy
for her." He also said he was careful on
cross-examination not to open the doors
for the prosecution to introduce evidence.
Last summer, the girl, Chessy Prout, went
public, saying she's no longer ashamed or
afraid and hopes to be a voice for others.
The Associated Press typically does not
identify victims of sexual assault unless
they come forward publicly.
Her parents have since sued St. Paul's,
arguing it should have done more to protect her. The school has denied it could
have prevented the assault; both sides indicated they are open to mediation.
Prout and her family are expected to attend the hearing.

Deadline looms for Dakota Access pipeline protest camp
By BLAKE NICHOLSON

ASSOCIATED PRESS
As dawn breaks over an encampment that was once home
to thousands of people protesting the Dakota Access oil
pipeline, a few hundred holdouts
rise for another day of resistance.
They aren't deterred by the
threat of flooding, nor by declarations from state and federal
authorities that they must leave
by Wednesday or face possible
arrest. They're determined to
remain and fight a pipeline they
maintain threatens the very
sanctity of the land.
"If we don't stand now, when
will we?" said Tiffanie Pieper, of
San Diego, who has been in the
camp most of the winter.
Protesters have been at the
campsite since August to fight
the $3.8 billion pipeline that
will carry oil from North Dakota
through South Dakota and Iowa
to a shipping point in Illinois.
The protests have been led
by Native American tribes,
particularly the Standing Rock
Sioux and Cheyenne River
Sioux, whose reservation is
downstream. They say the
pipeline threatens drinking
water and cultural sites. ETP
disputes that.
Faced with the prospect of
spring flooding, some protesters are considering moving
to higher ground, though not
necessarily off the federal land.

Some may move to the Standing Rock Reservation, where
the Cheyenne River Sioux is
leasing land to provide camping space even though Standing
Rock Sioux Chairman Dave
Archambault has urged protesters to leave.
Those urging the protesters
to leave say they're concerned
about possible flooding in the
area as snow melts.
"The purpose of this is to
close the land to ensure no one
gets harmed," said Corps Capt.
Ryan Hignight.
"One of the biggest environmental threats to the Missouri
is the camp itself," said North
Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum.
Many in camp think authorities are exaggerating the flood
threat and trying to turn public
sentiment against them.
The camp has been the site of
numerous and sometimes violent clashes between police and
protesters who call themselves
"water protectors," with more
than 700 arrests. The camp's
population has dwindled as
the pipeline battle has largely
moved into the courts.
Protesters who remain say
they're prepared to be arrested,
but will remain peaceful.
"We'll make it difficult for them
to handcuff us, but there will
be no forceful opposition," said
Bryce Peppard, from Oregon.
The Corps and the governor

Immigration rallies held
around US to support Muslims
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Demonstrations were held
in cities around the U.S. this
weekend to support Muslim Americans and to protest
President Donald Trump's immigration policies.
More than a thousand people
of various faiths rallied in New
York City on Sunday.
The "I Am A Muslim Too"
event was held in Times Square
and was organized by several
groups, including the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding.
Some protesters waved
American flags, while others
held signs saying "No Muslim Ban."
Democratic Mayor Bill de
Blasio spoke at the peaceful rally, saying "we have to
dispel the stereotypes" and
that America is "a country
founded to protect all faiths
and all beliefs."
Trump has initiated a crackdown on illegal immigration.
He also has called for a temporary ban on people entering
the U.S. from seven Muslimmajority countries.
Hip-hop mogul Russell Simmons headlined the event. He
said the Muslim community
was being used as a scapegoat,
but that "diversity will prevail."
In Oregon, hundreds of people demonstrated on Sunday in

SWIM cont. from 3
“The early morning 5 a.m.
practices, two-a-days and all
the sacrifices we have made
this school year are finally going to pay off. We couldn’t be
more satisfied.”
With the Conference USA
Championships coming up,
this year’s senior class has
seen the program grow and
develop over their time at
Marshall. In 2014, the freshman year for the current
seniors, Marshall finished
last at the conference meet.
The team also finished last
in 2013, 2011 and 2010. In

Call 526-4002 to place your ad

Furnished
Apartments

HIDDEN TRAILS

1 BR efficiency
Utils pd. 304-736-1415
or 304-417-5774
1 BR $395-$465 util
pd Westmoreland or
8th St Rd 529-6264
1 BR Highlawn on
busline, clean $425
util pd 529-6264
Garages/Storage
Waterford Village Bville
storage units 5x10 to
10x20 304-733-3838

Bryce Peppard, from Oregon, poses for a photo in the Dakota Access
oil pipeline protest camp in southern North Dakota near Cannon
Ball. Authorities have told people remaining in the camp to leave by
Wednesday, Feb. 22, in advance of spring flooding. Some in the camp,
including Peppard, say they will resist any efforts to force them to leave.
say they would rather there
were no arrests.
"The ideal situation is zero
arrests are made because

page designed and edited by NANCY PEYTON| peyton22@marshall.edu

everybody figures out that it's
not a place where you want to
be when the flood starts to happen," Burgum said.

2012, the team finished in
before last. In head coach Bill
Tramel’s fifth season at the
helm, the team is confident
that they can go to the C-USA
Championships and contend
for first place.
“Watching our team come
from literally last place to a
shot at the title has been incredible,” senior Bree Mury
said. “Winning conferences
my senior year would be the
absolute best way to retire
from the sport.”
Patrick O’Leary can be
contacted at oleary7@marshall.edu.
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front of the Oregon State Capitol to voice their support for
immigration rights.
Yesica Navarro spoke about
growing up as an immigrant.
She said she came to the U.S.
as a child with her family, and
they managed to succeed despite the odds, The Statesman
Journal reported.
"We love this country, and
we want to be accepted. This is
our home," Navarro said.
The crowd, which organizers
said neared 1,000, cheered and
clapped as cars honked their
horns, the newspaper said. The
rally was part of a national effort called Immigrants' March
Presidents Day 2017.
In Dallas on Saturday, police estimated about 1,700
people rallied downtown in a
peaceful show of support for
immigrants and refugees.
The Dallas Morning News
reported that religious and
civic leaders were among those
protesting President Donald
Trump's immigration policies.
Some marchers carried U.S.
flags or banners from other
nations and chanted: "Say it
loud, say it clear, refugees are
welcome here." No arrests
were made.
About a dozen counter-protesters stood nearby in support
of Trump.

Unfurnished
Apartments

Unfurnished
Apartments

HOLIDAY APTS

Ritter Park and East
Pea Ridge 1 & 2 BR
$415-$585 No dogs.
304-972-2702

1-2-3-4 BR Apts &
houses. Ritter Park &
Dntown $400-1000
304-522-6252

Waterford Village
B'ville. 1-2-3 BR apts.
Pool, Fitness ctr, more!
304-733-3838 website
waterfordvillage.info

1-2-3 BR Pville, OH
740-886-6274
or 304-417-5774

1 BR Southside,
close to park, YMCA
$395. 529-6264
7th St. W & Washington
Ave Tyler Apts nice
clean 1 & 2 BR $450 &
$550, lease +DD
No pets 304-525-3055
or 304-751-0572

Unfurnished
Apartments

Ches 2BR townhouse,
clean, quiet, no pets,
$405. 304-522-6704

'Best in Tri-State'
Westmoreland
Estates

East Pea Ridge
2BR 1.5 Bath TH
W/D Hkup, Deck
$775 304-736-2345

Near Pharmacy
School Great loc.
for Med & Pharmacy
Students 1 BR
$575 & up,
2 BR, balcony
$650 & up.
Kit Furn., Laundry
facility on-site
Lots of closet
space. Lease/DD
No pets 525-3055,
304-751-0572
Classifieds work!
Call 304-526-4002
to sell your stuff.

EAST PEA RIDGE
2 BR apts & tnhouses
$600 & up +DD
+lease. Great location!
Nice, clean, kit. furn.
laundry facility on-site.
No pets 304-525-3055
304-751-0572
RITTER PARK
1208 Kanawha Ter.
extra nice 2-3 BR,
beautiful woodwork
& hardwood floors,
$695 mo. Some utils.
paid. 304-633-1540

Sell Your
Unwanted
Items Fast!

LET THE
CLASSIFIEDS
WORK
FOR YOU
Call Today
304-526-4002
Garage sale!
Make yours a
success with an ad
in The HeraldDispatch
Classiﬁeds.
Call 304-526-4002

LIFE!
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“Paw Paw” comes to the Carroll Art Gallery at VAC
By HANNAH SWARTZ

THE PARTHENON
The newest exhibit in the Carroll Art Gallery in the Visual Arts Center is titled “Paw
Paw: Works on Paper” by Wesley Berg.
Berg is an artist and trail-runner from
southern Ohio. Most of his work includes
wolves, and sometimes bears and other animals seen in nature.
“It’s a comparison of animals in nature
versus humans and how we interact and if
there’s similarities or differences between
those two,” Melissa Yungbluth, the gallery director for the School of Art and Design said.
Berg said in his artist statement that
his drawings and other visual works stem
from the human experience in nature. He
said he is seeking to better understand the

connection and relationship humans have
with the natural world while living in an increasingly modern and developed society.
“Through traveling to remote places, hiking and trail running, I am attempting to
shape moments of timelessness,” Berg continues in his artist statement. “For me, this
immersive process inspires a connectedness
to the natural world. From these experiences of connectedness, I create drawings
to describe the delicate balance between
man and nature — both historically and in
the present.”
The artist demonstration is Wednesday,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Carroll Art Gallery, where Berg will be doing a full work
from start to finish on the back wall.
Yungbluth encourages people to come in

and watch Berg, ask questions and talk to
him during the process.
“When you’re working with charcoal,
there is not much room for mistake because
it smudges so easily, so we encourage people
to come in and watch him draw from start to
finish. I thought that would be a great opportunity for students to see,” Yungbluth said.
Berg will also be making classroom visits
and critiques.
The artist talk is Wednesday at 5 p.m.
in room 209 in the Visual Arts Center. The
opening reception for Berg’s exhibit is
Thursday from 4 to 6 p.m.
The exhibit will be up from Feb. 20 to March
31. All events are free and open to the public.
Hannah Swartz can be contacted at
swartz20@marshall.edu.

The Book Nook:

“The Perks of
Being a
Wallflower”
By DALTON MONK

FOR THE PARTHENON
Though we have
endured the pubescent and adolescent
awkward epoch that
we categorize as high
school, there’s something about it other
than the memories we
keep that clings to our
soul for the rest of our
lives. The importance,
inelegance,
frustration,
friendships,
relationships,
and
hardships that high
On Me”
school invokes and
just
encapsulates are all
didn’t
captured in “The Perks
fit, “Kora
of being a Wallflower.”
Sings”
Stephen
Chbosky
kind of
outdid himself and any
fell flat,
other debut novelist
albeit
with the cult-inducit was a
ing story that every
dancey
person
(pubescent,
and
I
SCREENSHOT | PITCHFORK
adolescent and even
walked
Sampha was born Nov. 16, 1988. His notable adult) feels emotionaway
contributions include projects with FKA twigs,
ally attached to after
from
Solange and SBTRKT.
having read it.
“What
Charlie has just
Shouldn’t I Be?,” the album’s closing track,
transitioned
into
with nothing written down on my note pad.
All in all, Sampha offers a good break from high school after his
the R&B based alt-electronic pop hits and best friend Michael
suicide.
provides listeners with something you can committed
affected,
really sit down with, something that has its Obviously
basis in actual thought and emotion over Charlie struggles to
the typical party scene music made to grab a find his own path and
quick million. Definitely check out “Process.” where he belongs in
Will Izzo can be contacted at izzo@mar- his new school. Afshall.edu.
ter trudging through

An Informal Album Review: “Process”
By WILL IZZO

LIFE! EDITOR
British musician Sampha Sisay, or simply known as Sampha, delivered fans a
strip-down take on the popular alternative
electronic genre on his latest album, “Process,” released Feb. 3.
Most people probably hear the name Sampha and are genuinely confused. When our
News Editor, Tom Jenkins, told me about him,
I had no inkling of an idea who he was, or
what to expect from the music at all; going
into an album blindly is something I typically
avoid – I really like to read about artists and
the various processes associated with creating their art.
Some of Sampha’s most noteworthy contributions are big name acts. He worked on
Drake’s “Nothing Was The Same,” Kanye
West’s latest, “The Life of Pablo” and Frank
Ocean’s visual album, “Endless,” released exclusively on Apple Music. Seeing these credits
kind of hyped me up a lot. Sampha is associated with all of these stars, so understandably,
his debut album would be full of features, big
name producers and those wonderful “club

bangers” everyone looks for, but no. Sampha
delivers in fact, the opposite, to my delight.
“Process” is roughly 40 minutes long and
delivers a thought out, intimate, piano laden
package of 10 tracks. Some of the highlights
for me included the hypnotizing “Plastic 100°
C,” “(No One Knows Me) Like The Piano” and
its tightly knit lyrics and “Under,” featuring a
fresh layered vocal instrumental style unlike
your typical layered vocal based beat.
To me, Sampha is akin to The Weeknd, except Sampha’s music is logical, thought-out
and not just about drug-related woes. His lyrics are mysterious – they leave something to
the imagination; “Sky high deflating ideas/
thriving of your lessons and yes, you are my
lantern/a shy light curves around my ears/
the more you speak, the more I see/the more
your lights grows upon me.” What could that
mean? I could honestly sit down and try to
think my way into finding serious meaning in
the lyrics as opposed to a vapid, three minute
experience that ultimately produces no feeling whatsoever.
There were a few times the album didn’t really work for me. The breathy vocals on “Blood

school like a zombie
for the first couple
months, Charlie finds
Patrick and Sam, outcast seniors. Not only
affected by his friend’s
recent death, Charlie,
throughout the story,
blames himself for the
death of his aunt who
died in a car accident
when he was just a
boy. While uncovering
his memories, Charlie finds his path into
high school eased by
his new, red-blooded
and loving friends.
Chbosky depicts a
teenager fighting to
move on from a past
that he has repressed
through letters anonymously sent to a
stranger. Once you
have finished the story,
you will realize that
the characters feel like
your best friends, too.
The letters seem like
they are sent to you
personally, and you
can only feel the pain
of not even knowing
their real names after
knowing their incredible story.
Dalton Monk
can be contacted
at monk25@
marshall.edu.
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ARMY RESERVE

GIVE YOUR
CAREER
A SHOT OF
ADRENALINE.

Actual hands-on experience can boost your expertise and give you a big edge in life.
And the Army Reserve provides you with the opportunities to develop your skills and
gain qualities that can enhance your career. They even pay you to learn, with a salary
and bonuses that can defray the expense of education and training. In fact, their Education
seeking success for the future, the Army Reserve can inject your resume with some very
impressive credentials.

339047

There’s strong. Then there’s Army Strong. Learn more at goarmy.com/reserve.

For more information,
visit
goarmy.com/marshall,
call 304-736-4634
or visit us at
500 Mall Rd, Suite 495
Barboursville, WV
25504.
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